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   2008 National Veterans 

      Wheelchair Games
      Omaha, Nebraska

        The 2008 National Veterans Wheelchair Games (NVWG) was an action packed week to say the least.  2008 will be the last year that the competition is crammed into four days.  Next year, in Spokane, a fifth day will be added to spread out the competition and allow participants to have more time for enjoying the host city and all they have to offer.  

Omaha has a very pleasant feel.  The Old Market Square is an area of about 6 square blocks of shops and restaurants where we spent a lot of time hanging out and getting reacquainted with old friends.  The cobblestone streets made for some difficult maneuvering but, as old Vets always do, we made it work.
The Kentucky-Indiana Chapter of the PVA only sponsored two veterans this year:  Al Cummings and myself, Jim Green.  We celebrated Al’s birthday during the games.  I truly hope that I remain as active as Al when I reach his age.  Over the years, I have had veterans give me a million different excuses as to why they don’t want to participate in the NVWG.  The most common excuse is “I’m too old for that.”  I will soon be 40 and Al is nearly twice my age so that excuse just doesn’t fly with me anymore.  You see, that is the beauty of the Vet Games.  There is no age limit.  There is no level of disability that puts you out of the loop.  Any age, any level can go to the games and find others with similar age and disability.  This year I met a few 19 year old soldiers fresh out of Iraq and I met a few old timers not so fresh out of Korea.  Everybody has a great time at the Vet Games.  

As I always say, it’s not about the medals it’s about the camaraderie but we do like to acknowledge our guys and their accomplishments.  Al Cummings had a full slate of events.  He competed in the maximum number of five which included the motorized rally, the motorized slalom, the power chair 200, the power chair relay and weightlifting.  Al brought home the Silver Medal in the motorized slalom.  This event is an obstacle course designed to test your skills dealing with everyday barriers that any wheelchair user might face.  This is not an event for rookies.  You have to have a little bit of experience in a chair to do well.  Congratulation to Al on a job well done.

I also competed in the maximum number of five events, as usual.  After 13 years of trying, I finally medaled in every event that I entered.  My events included basketball, softball, shot-put, javelin and 9-ball.  I received a gold medal in shot-put, javelin and 9-ball and I received a bronze medal in basketball and softball.  

I truly enjoy the team sports best because this is where you get the chance to meet a lot of guys as you spend a few days competing together.  You have the chance to build relationships with fellow veterans and very interesting characters.  
-continued on the next page-

For example, this year I had the privilege of playing basketball with my good buddy Paul Jackson of Great Britain.  Many people know Paul as “Jacko.”  When he was in the British Military, Jacko was a member of the Queen’s Guard.  You can imagine the stories that this guy has to tell.  The trouble is trying to decipher exactly what Jacko is saying with that very thick British accent.   
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Associate member Danny “Butch” Cuzzart, sponsored by the Louisville VAMC, competed in the swimming 25 meter free-style (gold), air-gun (silver), and the 9-ball.
New to the games this year was a partnership with X-able sports.  X-able videotaped every basketball game with live commentators.  They also taped some softball games and many other events.  You can watch these videos by going to www.Xable.com or by going to the NVWG website where there is a link to Xable sports.  I hope they continue this partnership as it gives a chance for family and friends to see just what we do even if they can’t be there in person.
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I’m sure that I also speak on behalf of Al Cummings when I say thank you to the Kentucky-Indiana PVA Chapter for allowing us to enjoy such a wonderful experience.  I look forward to next year and the 29th NVWG in Spokane, Washington during the week of July 13-18, 2009.  We hope to see you there.    

-by
Jim Green

Sports Director
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